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supplied by the Pope, though the wonderful way in which
it is worked out is Raphael's own great achievement.

In the four world-renowned pictures which cover the four
walls of this room Raphael (on the text given him by the
Pope) preaches his great sermon; and in pictures in which
the celebrated scientists, philosophers, and poets of pre-
Christian times appear together with those of the Christian
epoch, teaches the lesson that the human soul is to aspire
towards God in each oj its faculties; in the exercise of reason
and scientific research (The School of Athens), in the ex-
ercise of the artistic and aesthetic faculty (Parnassus); in
the exercise of the faculty of order and good government
(Secular and Ecclesiastical Laws); and lastly in the exercise
of the more definitely religious faculty (Theology, the science
about God). In these pictures, therefore, two lessons are
combined; first, that the pre-Christian philosophers and sci-
entists showed in their degree aspirations towards God, and
helped to prepare the human race for Christianity; and sec-
ond, that in man's aspirations towards God his highest in-
tellectual faculties are not to be excluded, but that all his
faculties are to be included, and consecrated to God.

The thoughts thus expressed show the standpoint which
had at length been reached after nearly eighty years' dis-
cussion of these subjects by the thinkers of Florence. We
are reminded of Pico della Mirandola's speech long before,
"Philosophy seeks truth, theology finds it, religion possesses
it." How much of the "sermon" belongs to Julius II, and
how much to the great artist Raphael, we can never know.
But we could have no grander example of the way in which
Art is a language and has deep thoughts to speak to all who
will listen to its words.31

But there was one event at this time in the world of Art,
inseparably connected with Pope Julius II, which by no means
redounded to his glory or that of any of those concerned in
it. Urged on by Bramante and Michelangelo, he committed
the enormous vandalism of pulling down the old St. Peter's